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Last Sunday | began talking about some of the principles we can follow to stay in the 
“Promised Land” state of living once we are there. There are principles we can follow 
that will help us to remain in and walk in the victorious Christian life. Last Sunday we 
talked about being merciful to one another. Wednesday, we talked about being 
“joyfully obedient” as opposed to being reluctantly obedient. We ended up talking 
about how we should share with others in the Body of Christ. Being joyfully obedient 
and loving others freely by sharing helps us to live a victorious Christian life. Today we'll 
talk about the importance of learning to communicate better and about assuming the 
best in each other instead of the worst. Good communication and living with the right 
assessment of others also helps us to live a victorious Christian life. 


Communication is a huge thing. We get into all kinds of messes when we 
miscommunicate. Good communication doesn't come easily, especially with texts and 
emails. Think about it for a minute. How many texts have you sent out that are totally 
misunderstood? | know I've sent some out that are read with the completely opposite 
meaning of what | was saying. | send some and they might sound snippy or even 
hostile when they aren't meant to be that at all. 
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Motivations get read into texts that are not 


emen intended. People that don't know all of the 

e T facts of a situation jump to conclusions and 
(iseverythingox®) problems arise. And what is worse, for 

it would be best if you some reason our tendency is to assume the 

cancet no worst in each other instead of assuming the 

Dr. Smith best. I've included one text here on the left 


that leaves the receiver in unintended panic 

and the one on the right might leave a dead 

puppy. In this Joshua chapter 22 we'll see 
ior as the importance of not operating in fear and 
in getting the whole story, and assuming the best in each other. 


You might remember that when the Children of Israel were on their way to the Promised 
Land some of the tribes wanted to settle down east of the Jordan river. They liked the 


land that they came to before crossing the Jordan. Moses agreed that they could have 
it, but he made them make a commitment to only settle peacefully in it AFTER they had 
helped the other tribes take possession of their land. 


Now in this chapter, those 2.1/2 tribes (Gad, Reuben, and 1⁄2 of Manasseh) are going to 
be going back over the Jordan and going east, and a big miscommunication occurs and 
Israel is almost brought to the edge of the sword. Ina similar way, a failure to 
communicate well can cause division or dissention among friends or anong members 
of a church. Turn with me to verse nine. 


9 So the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh left the Israelites at 
Shiloh in Canaan to return to Gilead, their own land, which they had acquired in 
accordance with the command of the Lord through Moses. 


10 When they came to Geliloth near the Jordan in the 
land of Canaan, the Reubenites, the Gadites and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh built an imposing altar there by 
the Jordan. 


CANAAN AS DIVIDED 
AMONG THE TWELVE TRIBES 
e 200-1020 B. C 


So, the first thing we learn is that the returning tribes 
build this ( mareh = sight, phenomenon, spectacle, 
appearance, vision) of an altar. We don't see 
anywhere in the text that God told them to do it. We 
don't see any explanation of it. It’s just here. | think 
whenever someone builds a “spectacle” it's logical to 
ask “why”. What is the motive? 


eree fy 
f 


11 And when the Israelites heard that they had built the 
altar on the border of Canaan at Geliloth near the 
Jordan on the Israelite side, 12 the whole assembly of 
Israel gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them. 


So, now we know that someone had heard about the spectacle, and they had spread the 
news. It sort of makes me wonder if the gossiper didn’t even embellish the whole story 
a bit adding his or her own two cents. It's also interesting that no one EVER stopped to 
ask what their motive might be in the building of this “imposing altar”. They just 
assumed the worst in their brothers and sisters, and they gathered “at Shiloh to go to 
war against them.” So what in the world is going on here. 


Well, Moses had said that the worship of the One God was to be in one place. One God, 
one place, and one altar. At first that place was in the tabernacle as they wandered 


through the wilderness and then it was in Gilgal and finally in Shiloh. So these western 
tribesmen didn't bother to learn the whole story. This was a war that almost happened 
because of gossip and miscommunication. So many times we judge each others 
motives incorrectly. This is one of the reasons that God hates gossip so much. 


“16 “Don't gossip. Don't falsely accuse your neighbor of some crime, for I am 
Jehovah.”(Leviticus 19:16 TLB) 


That is why we address this in the first point of our church covenant. | quote, 


I. | WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH 
...By acting in love toward other members 
...By refusing to gossip 
...By following the leaders 


False accusations and false assumptions go hand in hand. They are not how the Lord 
wants us to operate as we experience “Promised Land” living. Don't be a person that 
loves to hear yourself talk, and never be the person that wants to get to others with the 
juiciest news that no one knows first. People do that to feel important. They love to be 
the first one to tell you that a wreck happened out on Highway 6 or that so and so died, 
or that someone's business caught on fire. Usually, the worst the news the more 
anxious they are to share it. They do it because it makes them feel important. 


When someone brings hearsay, | often respond this way. | guess it’s the lawyer in me, 
but I just ask. 


Why are you telling me this? 

Where did you get your information from? 

Have you really checked your facts? Facts are facts. 

Can | quote you on this? Who told you this? If they won't tell me where they 
heard it or don’t want me to quote them, I'll sometimes add “If you want to 
be anonymous then | don’t want to hear what you have to say. Gossip is not 
something that God likes. 
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13 So the Israelites sent Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, to the land of Gilead—to 
Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh. ' With him they sent ten of the chief 
men, one from each of the tribes of Israel, each the head of a family division among 
the Israelite clans. 1? When they went to Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh—they said to them: '§ “The whole assembly of the LORD says: ‘How could 
you break faith with the God of Israel like this? How could you turn away from 

the LORD and build yourselves an altar in rebellion against him now? 


Now remember who this is that they are sending. This is Phineas. We were introduced 
to him when we did our Torah study a couple of years ago. Phineas had a great 
reputation for being one tough righteous dude. In Numbers 25:7 Moabite women 
came to seduce the Israelite men. One day, a guy took a Moabite woman to his tent to 
have sex with her right in the middle of the camp (Moses saw what was happening). 
Phineas went to the tent and he found them in the act. The Bible tells us that Phineas 
threw a spear that went through the man and the woman at the same time. The 
western tribes were now sending this same Phineas to “clean up Dodge” because they 
assumed the eastern tribes were returning to the cult of Peor. Verse 17 is his accusation. 


17 Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this very day we have not cleansed 
ourselves from that sin, even though a plague fell on the community of the Lorp! 1? And 
are you now turning away from the LORD? 


This cult of Baal of Peor is what much of the world is engaging in right now. It was a 
cult of sexual desire. The etymology of the world basically means “wide open hunger”. 
People today are worshipping themselves by worshipping anthing and everything that 
brings them pleasure or abundance. We as believers know this old sin well. It is the 
same sin that occurred in the garden. It is men and women making themselves gods. 
Phineas continues. 


“If you rebel against the LORD today, tomorrow he will be angry with the whole 
community of Israel. "° If the land you possess is defiled, come over to the Lorp’s land, 
where the Lorp’s tabernacle stands, and share the land with us. But do not rebel against 
the LORD or against us by building an altar for yourselves, other than the altar of 

the LORD our God. 28 When Achan son of Zerah was unfaithful in regard to the devoted 
things,“ did not wrath come on the whole community of Israel? He was not the only one 


who died for his sin.” 


Phineas was reminding them of all of the spiritual wandering they had gotten into. He 
reminded them that when one person sinned the whole camp suffered. Often when one 
child of God is engaged in sin it ends up creating a huge mess for a whole lot of people. 
We like to think that our sin only affects us, but that is seldom the reality. 


21 Then Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh replied to the heads of the clans of 
Israel: 2 “The Mighty One, God, the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the LorD! He knows! And 
let Israel know! If this has been in rebellion or disobedience to the LORD, do not spare us 
this day. 23 If we have built our own altar to turn away from the LorbD and to offer burnt 
offerings and grain offerings, or to sacrifice fellowship offerings on it, may 

the LORD himself call us to account. 


| suppose to show their sincerity, the eastern tribes then invoked three names of God 
and they repeated it. El Elohim Yahweh. El Elohim Yahweh. (God, the Great God the 
I am). They were saying If they were in the wrong, then let Him judge us. So, in the text 
we begin to understand what their motivation was and how the building of the altar had 
come about. 


24 “No! We did it for fear that some day your descendants might say to ours, ‘What 
do you have to do with the Lorp, the God of Israel? 25 The Lord has made the Jordan a 
boundary between us and you—you Reubenites and Gadites! You have no share in 

the LORD.’ So your descendants might cause ours to stop fearing the Lorp.*¢ “That is why 
we said, ‘Let us get ready and build an altar—but not for burnt offerings or 

sacrifices.’ ?7 On the contrary, it is to be a witness between us and you and the generations 
that follow, that we will worship the Lord at his sanctuary with our burnt offerings, 
sacrifices and fellowship offerings. Then in the future your descendants will not be able to 
say to ours, ‘You have no share in the LORD.’ 


There in plain sight is the motivation. It was fear. The eastern tribes never consulted 
God about this. God never told them to build a spectacular altar. They probably 
shouldn't have done it. And what's even stranger is that it was some sort of fake altar. 

It wasn’t even built for worship. | heard a teaching recently that suggest this fake altar is 
a picture of apostate theologians who have wiggled their way into the church preaching 
a “bloodless altar”. You know if there is no blood sacrifice required, then there is no 
need of Jesus on the cross. There is no need of the saving power of Jesus! 


28 “And we said, ‘If they ever say this to us, or to our descendants, we will answer: Look at 
the replica of the Lorp’s altar, which our ancestors built, not for burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, but as a witness between us and you.’ 29 “Far be it from us to rebel against 

the LORD and turn away from him today by building an altar for burnt offerings, grain 
offerings and sacrifices, other than the altar of the LORD our God that stands before his 
tabernacle.” 39 When Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the community—the heads of 
the clans of the Israelites—heard what Reuben, Gad and Manasseh had to say, they were 
pleased. 37 And Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, said to Reuben, Gad and Manasseh, 
“Today we know that the Lord is with us, because you have not been unfaithful to 

the LorD in this matter. Now you have rescued the Israelites from the Lord's hand.” 

32 Then Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, and the leaders returned to Canaan from their 
meeting with the Reubenites and Gadites in Gilead and reported to the Israelites. 33 They 
were glad to hear the report and praised God. And they talked no more about going to 
war against them to devastate the country where the Reubenites and the Gadites lived. 

34 And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave the altar this name: A Witness Between Us— 
that the LORD ts God. 


Perils to avoid which take us out of victorious Christian living: 


1 Decisions based on fear — both sides made decisions based on fear. The 
eastern tribes built the off because of fear that they would be forgotten. God 
never told them to build a “fake offer”. He didn’t tell the to build an altar at 
all. 

2 The second peril to avoid is that of assuming the worst in others. When your 
brothers and sisters in the church take positions that might be contrary to 
your positions, don’t default into a position of assuming the worst in them. 
Don't asssume they have some mean-spirited motive for what they want to 
do. 


Paul tells us specifically that we don't have a spirit of fear but of power and of love and a 
sound mind. (2 Tim 1:7). As | have time and again, “There is no room for fear in the heart 
of the believer.” Remember that at the end of it all, fear is sin. It is sin because fear is 
the product of unbelief and a lack of faith. 


Assuming the worst in others is also sin. This is creating a lie in our mind and believing 
it without any evidence. Why do we want to believe the worst in others? | think that 
too is based in fear. It is fear that the other person is out to get you or something. An 
environment of suspicion and assuming the worst in others is a prideful position. It too 
will quickly move you from Promised Land living back into wilderness living. 


Let's be careful to communicate clearly and to assume the best in each other. This will 
help to keep peace within ourselves and peace within the church. 


Let us pray. 


